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| Sun in Sf, Pauls Church- -yard, 1662, 


_ Juramentum Pieratis, non debet eſſe vinculum Iniquitatis. 
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A Diſcourſe 


TOUCHING THE 


Na ruxx, & Os rio ATrION of OATHS: 
TOGETHER WITH THE sn 
Noxn-OB116aTion and UntawFulngsss 
Of the OATH, called, 


T be Solemn League and Covenant. | 


ment of Piay and Peace, engaged me to 
ſend forth my PEACE-OFFERING 
into the World, to invite to Peace, and per- 
ſwade to Obedience, and a juſt Conformuy to 
the Laws under which we live ; wherein ic was 
my endeavour to ſatisfie the principal Doubta, and remove the 
moſt material Scruples which might hinder that Peace and 
Obedience: But there is now riſen another, which I then could 
not foreſee ; viz, This Achnowled or Declarative , 
which we are commanded by the A »f Parliament, Entitu- 
led, An AR fir Unifermity, &c. to make and ſubſctibe, vir. 


I A B. Do Declare, That it i not lawful you any pre- 
tence What ſorver to tag Arms againſ{ the K ing, and that I 
do abbor that Trayterows Poſition, of taking Arms by His A. 
thority againſt His Perſon , or againit theſe that are Com- 

7 mi ſſionated 


HE earneſtdefire of my Soul for the advance- 5, 


* 


- 


* 


— 
— — — 


Sekt. 2. 


Felt. 3. 
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—ů —¾¼B4 » 


wiſſionated by Him; And that I will conform to the Liturgy 

of the Church of England, as it is now eſtabliſhed: And 1 

de Declare, That de held there lies no Obligation npon mey or 

on any ther perſon, from the Oath c 7 called, The So- 
Covenant, 


lemn League and Co to endeavour any change er al- 
teration BG overnment either in Church or State; and that 
the ſame was in it ſelf an unlamful Oath, and impoſed - an 


the Subjetls of this 'Rgalm, againſt the known Laws ard Liber- 
ties of this Kingdom, © 


I know it will be deemed by many a matter of extream ſe- 
vetity, for the Parliament thus to oblige men to renounce , 
what, with hands tified mp te the mo ft High God, they 
have fo olemnly ſworn; and this, by no leſs penalty than the 
Fotfeicure of their Places, Livings, Promotions, and conſe- 
* Livelihoods, and means of Subſiſtence for them and 

armilies, But it may be remembred that there was as 
,becauſe il leg 


That when nothing could be objeed againſt chem for Life or 


ine, then preſently the Cry was, Try him with the Cove- 
And the refuſal of t dugh ſo contrary to the knoym 
Lan aod thei former Obbgari ions, was the expoſing of them 
and their Families ro Beggary and Miſery, Let us refle& up- 
on that unjuſt ſeverity then, and not think it cruel now, that we 


are by a lawſul Authority required to renounce that which was 
made an Engine to tuine ſo many. . 
But not to diſpute the rigour or ſeverity of the Law, let us 


conſider the matter enjoined, and ſee whether there be any 


thing in this Declaration, which a conſidering conſcientious 


_ — — Ä 


ard Obligationaf, os. — 


—— 


— EI" I 
— 


1. The Unlawfulreſs of Rebullian, ot bearing eArms 4 
gainſt the King, 
2. A readineſs to conform to the Litwrg 7. 
3. The Now-Obligation and An fu of that Oath , 
called the Solemn League and Covenant, | | 
1. For the firſt, No Sober Chriſtian, or Loyal Subject can Self. 4. 
make Scruple at it, That it is unlawful upon any pretence 
whatſoever, to taks or bear Arms againſ} the King, is 2 
Truth ſo manifeſt and expreſs in the Scriptures, which com- 
mand ( 4) to render to Ceſar the things that are Caeſars; (*)Mat-22.21 
and (6 ) Cuſtom, Tribute, Fear, — 7 vo 2 0 — 
Obedience to our Kings ( yea, though ſhould be as 3 
Roman Emperonrs , — 2 to, and Perſecutots of the 2 
Church ; that he muſt forfeit his reaſon, conſcience, yea, his 
| Chriſtianity, that ſhall queſtion it. And I hope, yea, can be 
| almoſt confident, That even thoſe who yet ſcruple the — 2 
| tien of the Covenant, and are therefore afraid to Subſc 
! that part of this Acknowledgment, do abhor, and I preſume 
gte ready to declare, That they abhor that Trayterous Po- 
ſition of taking Arms by His Authority againit His Perſon 
—— was but a — 8 — 2 
-meaning people into that quarrel ; ing afraid to 
break their Allegiance to the King, were abuſed by dividing 
His Natural and Politick, Capacity ; and waded that 
ö 7 for the King, when what they did, tended to 
e i”. 


2. For, the ( ouformity tothe Liturgy ; that we both Self. x; 
lawfully conform , and iſe it, Irefer the 

eader to the Diſcourſe about this Subject in my Prace- Of. 
ering. 


Mont; vid omulaſy nom Ci hee only ) che matter of 
they ( and very many, — ade: the Command 
the Lords and Commons i Parliament , and upon the ſerious 
Þ> ox payers — Ke Grave Divines , Oy 
engl bereue inthe pre wt al fer 
9 2 i 


| 3. But ĩt is the matter of the Covenane and the obligation Self. 6. 


Sell. 7 
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ty, really and confluncy, without reſpell of perſons to perform, 
the Contents of it; and to fd by all that entred into it a- 
gainſt all 2 and that »o fear terror or per ſwaſſon what ſo- 
ever ſhould dra them from a zealous proſecuting of the ends 
of it ; that theſe ſhould now acknowledge and declare, that 
weit hr themſelves, nor any elſe are obliged by it, and that it was 
an unlawful On, &c. this Ricks, 

Some, perhaps, by have been — eager and zealous in 
contending for, and by all imaginable Arguments urging and 
preſſing hy Oath, or, Covenant, — all — to 
draw, the people imo this League and Combination, ma 
think their reparation now ſo to lie at Rake ; that ſhould they 
now Tetra or condemn that, which they have not only 
ſworne themſelves, but have been ſo zealous and inftrumen- 
tal to make others alſo ſwear , that high eſteem , which they 
now have with the people for zeal and Goclineſs , would be 
utterly loſt 5 when this very Acknowledgement would make 

think, that either they did hererotore go againſt Law, 
cience,and Piety, to promotea wicked Kass ot, no 

as weakly , to pleaſe men, and to ſave their worldly eſtates, 
tre ready to do any thing, and perjuriouſly to break che bonds 
which they were by ſo Solemnan Oath obliged in. And the 
truth is, while men have their eye thus upon the empty blaſt 
of a vain reputation, there can be no hopes to perſ ſuch 
to retratan error, much leſsro condemn, themſelyes 
have ſo violently promoted. But, methinks, men of know- 
and parts, and (above all) that profeſs themſelves to 

be Chriſtians, (hould know, that the m and applauſe,or 
cenſures of men, is too ſandy a foundation to build upon; 
and the worſt rule to guide out actions by: and be able to 
reach themſelves and others, that as ſometimes to fall, and 
be overtaken ĩn a fin, was the #eakrefof fb, ſo to petit in 
an error is the wickednr f of a man ; but to glory in, and labour 
to juſtifie an evil action, is the property rather of the Devil, 
than Max and that our beſt repute, and higheſt credit with 
God and all good men, is, that we art more ready rorepey 
than we were to fin; that we our ſelves ate readly to caſt the | 
ſtone, and condemn our ſelves for what we have doue amils 3 


th 


— — 


and Obligation of OATHS. 


that though fin have ſometimes overtaken us as we are men, 
yet upon conviction we riſe again by tepeutance, and throug 

race overtake mercy, What an happineſs would ic b: tothe 
Church > Whata real honour would it be tothe perions theme 
ſeives, if they would be as forward in tetutaiug, and as K- 
lous in informing the peop'ie of their errors, a d recucing 
them to obedience and peace; as they have ſometimes been to 
ſtir chem up again(t the wayes of both? 

But I am not ſo unchatitable as to think that a'l,or the noſt, 
who ictuple this eAckrowlcdgement , ate ſuch men, ot only 
guided by ſuch rules. Many chat took this Covenant, and ma- 
ny Minitters that preſled ic ( I verily believe) thought that 
they muſt and ought to do ſe (though, 1fcar, upon no bettet 

nds , thin Sc. Pas/ before his converſion had to peti a e 

im that he ( c ) ought rods 7 —— contrary te the Name 
of Teſws : ot than thoſe had, who perſecuted the Diſciples, 
and (4) thong he they did God good [exvices Howſioever)many 
in the fincerity of their hearrs did ſwear , many through fear 
entred the ſame ob.igation : ſome think they are (till bliged, 
though they may be convinced that they raſhiy or unla , 


SeFF. $. 


(c A369. 
(4) Joh. 16. 3. 


took t at The ſatistaction of cha Ie dou: ri; iohis, 


is the of 1his Paper. 

We ſhall cherefore examine the matter required by this 
which is a L of undoubted Authotity now upon us ; and 
conſide, whether any men ate, ot can be obliged by th Co. 
venart mentioned, io far , as that they may rot ſubic ib: this 
Der ares, ot, — — There ate but i! eſ: N 
things required to be acknow and declared. 1. That 
there li-s no obligation upon any perſon by 1his Ohe endeavour 
the Alter ation of Government 1n ¶ burch or State. 2. That it 
Was an wnlawful Oath, and impoſed contrary ta the known Laws 
and Libertics of this Kingdow, Boch which I wdge unqueſti- 
onably true, and ſhall give my reaſons, that I may do my part 
to remove this ſtane of ſtumbling, and Conſc e \ce being ſa- 
risfied in this caſe, ve all may obey the Lav in a ju't conſormĩ- 
ty, and continue with chearfulneſs and peace to ſerve God, and 
his Church in our generations, 

1. 


An 


SA, 9. 


— — — — — —— 
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$eit.11. 


(-) Rom-1. 9. 


2 Cor.1.23. 
& 11.31. 
GA. 1. 20. 
Ia 65.16. 


Sek. 12. 


An Oath beyond all petadventute is moſt Sacred , and hach 
the greateſt uz upon the ſoul ; being, A Religious atteſt ation 
of God, with an imprecation of his wrath npon ws, if we break. 
it, or abuſe by Name in it. Here we call in God for a Wit- 
neſs of tha truth and ſincericy of out hearts, and imprecate his 
vengeance upon us if we either lye, ot mean not to performe 
what we ſo promiſe in things lawful, and in our power, Thus 
it is a Solemn invocation of God the ſearcher of all hearts, 
that he would bear witneſ to the truth, and be our Swrety for 
what we promiſe , and puniſh him that ſwears deceitfully. So 
that an Oath thus ſolemnly ſworne, and religiouſly taken, mult 
have the ſtrongeſt obligation upon Conſcience, upon this three- 
fold account, 

1. In regard of the Nane invoked,and by which it is made. 
It calls in God as the Searcher of hearts (e to atteſt it; that 
is, the eternal and immurable verity ro confirm it: and to fal- 
ihe bete, is to make the God of Truth the Author or Patron of 
a Lye, 
2. In regard of the /mprec ation, and conſequently the ven- 
geance to be infliged ; — devoting himſelf to a Curſe, for a 
putiſhu ent of his Perjury; to be an Ab, if he ſwear 
falſly, or willingly performe not, what by ſolemn Oath be is 
bound to do. For this was the form ot, ind the uſual impreca- 


(ex) Corn. — 


in vita Sc 


withed committing to 
God: 4.4. — 5 yea multiply bis 
—— s n 
otherwiſe than [ (ay or G is was a thi ich even 
. bes 


from him, and his and moreover provoke the gods 
alſo againſt him , by he had ſworne. 3-lo 


and obligation of OATHS, 7 
3. In regardof the end for which the Oath was taken, Vis, Sal. 13, 
To maks faith, and beget bel.ef , to be a petſect (h onfirma- ( Heb6.,6, 
ten of 12 , andthe beſt A vrance, that what is 
p:omiſed ſhall be performed, The Go4 of Truth is called in 
to wicneſs; and his anger imprecated, that men may have rea- 
ſon to believe andtrult us; and not doubt of the truth of our 
words, or ſincerity of out intentions. Words are made to 
b: the interprerers of our mind, by which we can only know 
the intentions one of another ; it is therefore as wnnatural as 
wnlawful tofalhhe ones word, or (i) tel a Lye; to uſe mental ( Lev. 19.11. 
reſervations, Amphibologier, ot Equivecations, which would Ephel . 25. 
make all Leagues and Contra of no aſſurance. Trwh and 
Falſchood are parts of "_ and in /uſt ice, which have rela- 
tion to our Neighbour ad extra, and are therefore not to be 
eltimated according to what /ieth Lid within, in the mind; but 
according to what flowes from the tongue in known and intellig i- 
ble words, The end of words is to teſtiſie the hidden truth of 
the heart. But when an Oath ſhall be added to theſe words, 

| and the Eterna Verity called in to witneſs that our tongues do 
faithfully declare our minds, this is added. to beg:t a firmer 
belief, and to falſiſie here is a greater ſin: a Truth which ali 

g men, even 7 —— have received as Sacred. * =_ 2 * 
Lacrates the I heban in beſieged Pulw/inm in the behalf Cron. 
of the Perſians ; ann and Oath was n Peep 115 
given that the Greeks yielding the Caſtle, ſhould go out ſafe 
with all their goods, and be c to their Countries, Up- 
on confidence of this faith given by Oath, they yield, but 
the Perſian Souldiers under Bagoas , the Kings Lieutenant 
coming in, contrary to the Oath fall to Pillaging the poor 
Greeks , — can do nothing but bewail their miſery, 
complain of the Perjury , calling on thz gods to puniſh it. 
But Lacrates, Who had made the terms, and given his Oath, 
in zeal to his Oath, falls upon the Per fas for whom he fought; 

and protects the Greeks, to whom he had ſworne. The Perſi- 
ans accuſe Lacrates as taking part with the $ recks again(t 
them, but the King (who was then Och, even the ſame 

| who was Abaſnerw the husband of Heſter ) hearing the 


<auſe, jultiſied Learrates , condemned his own 8 — 
agoas ; 


— 
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S A. 14. 


Fett. 1 5. 
(O Exod. 20.7. 


(1) Jer. 420 


Fett. 1 6. 
(Lev. 19 11 
(n) If. 48 f. 

Jer 5 3, 


(%) Joh.8. 44. 


Cell. 1 7 


11 —— 


— ¶ — — 


I geu; determined that thoſe Pœſias were jultly ſerved ; 
and ord:red furcher puniſhment ſhould be taken upon them, 
wh" bra the Oath and pillaged the Greeks, So Sacred a 
thin; did that Ba: barous King eiteem an Oath to be. 

There is no doubt then, but there is an high obligation by 
an O.uh upon the ſoul, But yet not ſuch an obligation in ve 
„Ob, asto bind the Sweatet to an actual performance of it. 
For it is no difficult matter to give inftances of ſome Oaths 
tha: have bzen wickedly ent ted into, and more wickedly kept. 
And therefore we mult confider as the nature, ſo the leveral 
qualities of Oaths, that we may bettet be able to judge when 
and how far they bind. 

As to an Oath then, that we may neither fin in the taking, 
not in the keeping of it, God ha h given us this expreſs com- 
mand, (k) 7. on ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God 
in vain, &c, Andfor the preſerving this Name of God 
from all prophanation, which is much prop haned by raſh, in. 
conſiderate, irrelig ia Oaths j by Per|wry, and by nt per fer. 
ming our Oaths io Lord , yea, and by doing , upon pretence 
of an Oath, what we ought neither to ſ wear, 25 Fhe Pro- 
phet bath ſer this chreefold boundary about all our Oaths, (/ 

I hou ſhalt ſwear — in Truth, Judgement, and Righteouſ- 
meſs: (i. e.) Truly, confiderately, and juſtly. So that to e- 
very lawful Oath,chere are theſe three things prerequiſite. 

1, 7ruth, That God be not invoked to a lye. Here the 
Lis is, ( I hes ſhalt net ſwear 2 my Name falſly, a 
crime ( charged upon Iſraci as their ſin. For this is to make 
the Eternal Truth witneſs to a Lye, and lay an ĩmputation up- 
on God, to be ( as(-)the Devil) the Father and Favtor of 
Lyer. Here then we are obliged, to ſwear to nothing, but 
what is 7 rue, vis. to aſſert nothing but Truth : and our hearts 
and words going together, that we really endeavour to make 
good what we have ſworne. 

2. Judgemen', That we ſwear not raſkly or inconſiderately, 
but ſer1ouſly conſider what we ſwear, and whoſe Name we in- 
voke : that an Oath may be taken — — care , diſ- 
cretion, and deliberation, Leſt the Name of God be 


ptophuned by icl-,light, and cuſtomary Oaths ; or our ſelves 
UTCPa» 


and Obligationof OATH SS, 


— 


irceparably ſnared by out inconſidetateneiſe, as Jaſbua and J- 
ruel were (/) by ſweating to the Grb:onnes, 

3. Juſtice and Rightcouſneſſe, To do nothing but hat 
is jult and honeſt, leſt we make God the counterancer of wick- 
edneſſe, and call in the moſt Holy to patronize impiery or in- 
juſtice, Such an n Oath was that of (q) Sa, whereby he 
would have kil eau his ſon : ( of David , to deſtroy Nabal: 


( ſoſh g. IF, 


25- 
4. 18. 


(9) k Sam.'1 4 
9-49.45. 

0 _ 71 1. 17. 
houſe : of th:(: ) jews to murder Pau. The cauſe, ground and - —_— 


marter of the Oath mult be jwſt, honeſt, lam ſul, poſſible, and (+) Ad, 23-12 


* 


con/onant to the revealed will of 5 
Theſe three conditions mult have place in all ſorts of Oachs, 
which are fully compriſed under theſe two general heads, 
1. An Aſſertory Oathwhich is nothing elſe but a Depoſition: 
that, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, when he ſaith, that (7) as 


Sell. rg. 


Oath for confirmation is the end of ſtrifet. Which muſt be allow- ( Heb. G. rg, 


ed, is without which many controverhes,queſtions, and ſuits 
of Law were indeterminable. The uſe of this Oath is, hen we 
are called, to witneſſe and declare what we know of a thing 
paſt or pre/ent, the truth whereof we are bound then by Oath to 
declare, ſo far as we know, In this the three ſotementioned 
conditions have place, thus. 1. Truth, that we affirm or deny 
nothing, but what we know infallibly, evident ly, and certain- 
ly : or, it the thing be doubeful, that we affi:m or deny ir, but 
as ſuch, and venture no farther than a probability, vic. that 
there be petſect truth in our words, 2. Judgment,viz.r That 
we remember it is the Oath of God, an holy thing, and not to 
bꝛ made profane or common; nor tak:n, but when by a law- 
ful authority we are called unto it. 2. In great, and ſerious, 
a d weighty cauſes, or matters of moment, to which on ly it is 
fit to call dow (as byOath we do)the great Godfrom heaven to 
be a Witneſſe and Judge, Nec Deus interſit, niſi dignus vin- 
dice nodus iuc iderit — 73, Not out of any levity, love,hatred, 
or any paſſion orperrurbation of mind; but a juſt and lawful 
neceſſity : when no other way remains to prove the truth, or 
put an endto controvetſies 3. Juſtice and Righteouſneſſe, 
When we are juſtly called to take it, and when we ſwear , we 
ſwear from an honeſt heatt. Here Twfticr and Trath is much 
what the ſame, Theſe Oath: refering only to the time paſ? or 
B 


preſent, 


$i. 20. 


(0 1 Kirgs 7. 
17. 


(+) Pfal.-6 11 
(5) Mat. 5. 23- 


Cect. 21, 


$A, 22. 
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preſent, the Truth in them is but ſingle ; relating only to the 
ume preſent, or the Att of ſwearing , viz, that this is Truth, 
which we now depoſe. The diffcutties abcut theſe Oatl:s 
therefore ate not man, not very implicite, becauſe thus their 
whole truths are immediately ſu filled in the preſert act, and 
a tarther obligation he ſe have nor, But the molt difficulty is 
concerring another ſort of Oaths, v:z, 

2. Prom i ſory Oaths, Which have reſ>c& to the time to 
come, and lay an obligation for the future. For by theſe we en- 
gage our ſelves to co ſomething hereafter. Such was that 
(Wu of Davis, that Solomon ſhauld reign after him, This, 
when made to God, is ca led a Vow ; when to man, an Oath, 
The Obligation in both is the ſame, becauſe made in the name 
of God. (x) Vow and pay tothe Lord, ſaith one text, and 
( y ) Thou ſhalt per ferm to the Loyd thine Oaths, ſaith another, 
This allo mult have the ſame conditions, of, 

1. Truth, that we promiſe only, what we ſincerely mean to 
perform ; and that we do really perform, or at lealt endeavor 
out beſt and utmoſt to perform what we have ſo promiſed, So 
that the 776, which in the Aſſertery Oxth is onely ſings, to- 
lating tothe preſent, and At of ſwearing, is in this promiſſory 
Oath double, 1. Inregard of the pre/ent, that our nd and 
words go congruouſly together ; that, as we promiſe, ſo there 
be a real ſincere intention to perform, and here lies on the ſoul 
an immediate obligation, that in the very att of ſwearing out 
words be according to aur intentions, 2. In reference tothe ef- 
felt, and time to come, that we will have our Action go along 
with our words ; and that by our utmoſt endeavors in all ho- 
neſt wayes we will labour to make our words good. 

2. {udgment, That (as in the former ſo in this) we 1. With 
reverence remember by whom we ſw:ar, the name of the gi at 
God, ſo as we enter not this Oath upon li; ht and trivial cauſes, 
or, not lawfully called to it. 2. That upon matute de libetati- 
on we le promile, what we promiſe by 01th , conſidering well 
the matter and circumſtances to which we are engaged; left 
by our inconſiderate neſſe we ſhould oblige our ſelves to a miſ- 

ief or inconvenience. | 3. That, what we promiſe be poſ- 
ſible, and in out poet; otherwiſe by our raſhnefle we be- 


come 


—ͤ ͤ I— 


— — 
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come engaged, where by reaſon of the ĩimpoſſibility of perfor- 
mance we cannot but break our Oaths. Inat we be not drawn 
either by affection, paſſion, feat or tercor to promile that, which 
in out unbiaſſed thoughts we would not, or mi ht not do. 
3. Juſtice, and & ghteou/n e, that what we promiſe be juſt, Fel. 27, 
honelt, lawful and agreeable to the Word of Cod; not con- 
ttaty to any moral precept, not our former lawful Oaths, and 
not yet reſcinded obligat ons. So that, a6 1. They lin againit 
this, who having ſworn, and being obli ed to the duty of any 
moral precepr, yet for gain, inteteſt, vai reputation, &c. ab- 
| ſolve themſelves at pleaſure, and perform not their Oaths : So 
2, Do they hn allo, who enter into Oaths and Obligations to 
do, what they are obliged not to do, asto ye, kill, tral, & c. 
| Such was th Oath of the(z) Jews to kill Paal; of(a) Herod ro (4)AQS 23.14 
| He-odias, both raſh, anc againſt judgment in the Act, (wearing (C/ Mat. 14 8, 
| to give her any requeſt, not conſidering how unjuſt, or unequal  *** 
| a thing ſhe might ask; and unit and wicked in the execu- 
1. tion, the Murdir of an innocent Man, and an holy Prophet 
| of God, 
Mor Prem:1ſ[»ry Oaths only are the matter ob our preſence Sec. 24. 
coniideration, as thoſe only which have an obligation upon us 
for the future, And becauſe the Matter of this Oath, which 
is in the future to be fulfilled, is naturally ſubject to change 
whether we will or no, the Obligation therefore muſt needs 
be wutable, and ſeparable from the Outh. It is in our pow- 
er to make the firi# truth good, wiz, That our minds and 
intentions ſhall go along with aur words; but the ſecond is 
not alwayes in our power, viz, That r Deeds and Atlions 
fl exatlly aver either our words or intentions, He is 
| forſworn, who intends not what by Oath he promiieth ; but he 
is not alwayes forſworn , who eſfe&s not what he hath ſo 
ſworn. 
Let us therefore confider the Caſes, how far theſe Oaths Sell. 25. 
oblige; and hen, ot w'iere the Obligation ceaſerh; for I doubt 
not, bur there is an unqueſtionable Truth in both theſe 2 
0 Propoſitions. 
7, That though a If Ou generally obligeth, yer there 
are ſoine Calcs aad Times here it oblivech gt: And, 
B 3 2 
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2. That there is ſome kind of u Oath that (till ob- 
ligeth ; ſo that on the one fide, Somerimes an Oath may be 
lawfully ſworn , yet afterwards wnlawfully kept ; on the o- 
ther ſide, it may be anlawfully ſworn, y.t may be lam ſuly 
kept, and woxla be unlawfully broken, 

Therefore as to the /awfulzeſs, or wilawfulneſs of Os, 
I muſt premiſe this diſtinction, which is but neceſſaty for the 
bettet undertianding, wherein they are lar or wnlawfal, 
and we may be able to give a clearer judgment of the Obliga- 
tion, Obs may be laid lawful or unf. 

1. In cegard of the /mprſcrs or Exatters of them. They 
are lawtul, when we are called to ſwear by a //, and awful 
Authority; anf, impoſed, when by an u ing and 
anlanſul Authority. 

2. In regard of the All, Manner, and Motive of 
ſneming. it is lawful, when upon a lawful cel, from an 
honeſt heart, upon mature judgmint : But not ſo, when rſh, 
or incon/iderate, drawn by Affetlion, huttied by P-ſſion , 
driven by Fear, or extorted by Force, 

3. In regasd of the Matter ſworn to; whether t 
and honeſt, or evil and anlawfal to be done. In the firſt 
Notion, an ana? Oath may oblige ; ſometimes in the 
ſrcond ; but neverinthe 4. Theſe things will help us to 
judge what Oath is /awfully or unlamfully taken; ard 
when the Obligation of a lawful Oath ceaſeth, ard where 
it continues: And where an uuf Oath oblig:th, o ob- 
ligeth not. I ſhall give you my thoughts in theſe Concli- 
ſions. 

1. Iris beyond all queſtion that a Oaths, lawfully tequi- 
red, to which we are called by a juſt Authority, the mattet 
whereof is juit, honett, and in our power to perform, do indi- 
ſpenſibly oblige the conſcience, ſo long, and fo far, as thoſe 
who required the Oath, will that they ſhould. This I take as 
ſo clear and unqueltionable, that it needs no proof nor cxp l- 
cation 

2. Al Oaths, where the matter ĩs juſt, or they oblige net 
to any diſhon ſt ching, though they are raſhly (worn ot upon 
ſurprue, though impoſed by unjuſt Powers, extorted by force, 
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and cannot be kept but to out own inconvenience, and ſo 
conſequently auf Oaths,perhaps, fi fully ſworn, as being 
contrary to that condition of ſwearing, in judgment; yet m 
lu vfully be Hit, yea, ſometimes, and in ſome caſes do ob ige, 
and my nu be broken, Such was the caſe of Pompnins che 
RK man Tribun',{b) He had ſummoned L. N anlius to appear ) Cic, de Of 
in court to an accuſation againſi him concerning his too ſevere f«.l. 3. ad fin, 
lage of his on. The ſon /, Mania heating of it, went into . Fortitud, 
the Chamber of the Tribune, and with his drawn [word threat- 
ned his lite, if he preſently (wore not to him to withdraw the 
Action againſt his Father. Pont oni through this terror 
took ſuch an Oath and when the day came, declared the mat- 
ter to the people, and according to his Quth, withdrew the Acti- 
on, So Kcligiaus 4 tie was an Oath efteemed in thoſe dayes, 
though ic were extorted by terror, The like may be ſaid of 
Oaths in caſ: of ſurptiſal: ſuch was the caſe of A.crander Af, 
The ſtory is this, (c The Citizens of Lampſacum had joyn- (c) Pauſin, Eu- 
ed with Di the Perſian againſt the Greek: eAlexandey 4.1. 
who had the command of all the Grecran ſotces, marcheth Valer. Max. I, 
with fury,threatning utter deſtruction to theſz Lampſuceniang; 7* ©: 
they affrighted, ſend one of th:ir chieſeſt Citiz:ns, one Aar. 
imenes ta beg favour : Alexander to prevent him and his ſuit, 
ſycars that he wil not grant that which Anax:men's ſhould ask: 
+ naximenes takes advantage, and ſurpriſeth him upon his 
Oath, Petitions that he would deſtroy the City, demol (h 
theic Temples, captivate and fell the ioha"irants; thus was 
Alexander wittily circumvented, and the City ſaved, Alex un- 
der thinking himſelf bound by his Oath not to deſtroy it, be- 
cauſe Ararimenes had ſo petit oned, whom he had ſworn to 
deny. Here was an Oath raſtly taken, the (wearer ſurprized, 
who yet 2ccounted himſelf oblige l. Shall I adde another? a 
cale which the Scripture records,it is that eath of(4)Foſtwa and (0 Joh. g. 
I'rael to the Gibeonites : they by craft obtain a League, which 7 ] 
they ſhould not have obtained, had they been kno n inhabi- 
rants of the Land, whom Iſcacl had commiſſion to deſttoy, but 
they pretending a lonz journey, an Embaſſy from a fat Coun- 
trey, foſhna and the Elders of If. ael are ſurprized, the League 
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is made, and ſ ern to, to le! theſe Gibeonites live, The p<9 
— when they hear the fraud, murmure agaiali the Priaces, 
ut they aniwer , ie have ſworn to them by the Lord G14 of 
Iſrael, therefore we may not touch them, They knew they 
were (thou. raſhly ſworn) yet now obliged, and Cod did t- 
terwards ſeverely (- ) punith the breach ot this Oath upon che 
houſe of Saul, ho our ht ro {ly tt eb. onites contra: y torh's 
League, though it was in h Kr to the Childrens of I1ſr acl and 
Ju ſah. Such Oaths then, though extorted, or wn; «ſt imd, 
or raſþy taken, yet when their matter is not diſhoneſt ot un- 
jult, do bind, though ic may be to our own damage or iucon- 
venience. He that hath ſo ſworn may have reaion to rep<1t 
of his raſhneſle, bur muſt perform his Oaths, when he hach 
ſwern, though ( f ) e own hurt, he muſt no: change, 
3. But thete are ſome caſes wherein both a L. ful oath 
ceaſcth to obl pe, and an unlawful oath never did, nor can 
oblige to the attual performance of it. The matter f a 
Promiſe , and conſequently of a Promiſſory oath, is ſomething 
future: nov what is ſuppoſed future may yet be 1. Nec ſary. 
2. Imp ſſible. 3. Poſſible, The firſt is neceſſary tobe perform- 
ed, and muſt be done; the ſecond cannot be expected, nor can 
there be an obligation to do, what (not only may not but) ca- 
rot be done: The laſt may, But this depending ſo much upon 
our own or others wills ; and there being alſo mary cont »gen- 
cies, which cannot be determin*d by our wills; our (tate and 
condi: ion here being in continual motion and change: this is 
that which makes the Difficulty,and is the matter of perl ix ng 
oaths, and promiſes. It muſt therefore be moſt evident, that 
there is o promiſe or oath, which, in theſe things whoſe tutu» 
ricion is ſubject to, and depends ut on ſo many contingencies , 
can be ſo poliive and abſolute ; but muſt be ſuppoſed to have 
ſome tacit but neceſſary conditions annexed to them: by rea- 
ſon whereof a man may ſometimes or keep, and yer not be 
guilty of the 6 each of hy oath : yea, ſometimes may be obli- 
ged not to keep it, forall out engayements and actions lie open 
to the controlments that may be made = Low, Tuſt ice, the 
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power of our Superiours, and the Rights of another third per ſon. 
So that, 
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1. There may be, and oft is (as the Lau and Cſniſts te m 
it) Solutio girculi per ceſſat ianem materie, & mut at ionem fi- 
tham circa canſam ſurament i principalem. When the matter 
of the Oath is taken away, or lone notable and material change 
made in that which was the principal cauſe of the Outh, the 
bond is looſed, and he that was obliged, is now free. For 
this mi ſt be ſuppoſed as the tacite concitionyebus /ic ſt ant: hu, 
That things ſtand and continue as they do, ot that there ſlill be 
th: ſame occaſion of doing the thing now, as there was of do- 
In, ot ſwearing todoit, when the Oath was taken. And thus 


1. The — — when the (tare of 
things 1; ſo changed between the eine of ſwearing and fulfil- 


ling, chat had they been ſo then as they ate now, or had we 
foteſeen this change and (tate of things, the On would not 
have been required, yea ought not to h ve been token at all, 
For intiance, (g) So/omen torgave Adoni ſah his offence in u- 
ſurping the Crown , on condi ion that wickedneſf[hweld not af- 


ter wardi be fourd in him After this comes in( h) A. thieba with (i Rings 2. 


a Petition for hin, and King Solomon gives het an abſolutepro- 
miſe that be will nt deny her. Ulpon this abſolute grant ſhe 
goes on to ask (1) N 42 5 one of Davids Concubines,a wife 
for Adimi jah upon this Solomon notwithitan ling his former 
peremptory engigement to his Mother, 1 te dexy ber, not 
only doth not make that good; but moreover allo takes a 80. 
lemn Oath, (C) A deni ah ſhenld die. Here is an evident 
cor ttadiction to his former peremptory Promiſe, and yet he 
cannot be ſaid to break promiſ:, nor had he ſworne to the 
promiſe, could he for this be accuſed of dealing (alſly ; b2cauſe 
in the Poſitive grant by the Promite , there mult be underfiood 
this tacit condition, that Adoni ah ( according as his former 
prtdon went) ſhould attempt nothing unlawful, which he no 
did, it being Treaſon for any, to attempt the Concubines of the 
deceaſed K ing, beſides the Succeſſor; for (1) his only they 
were, Here was a notable alteration in the matter. The Pro- 
miſe made and ſworneto Adontjah, was, asto faithful and 
loyal, the caſe is altered when he turns Traytowr, Thus,thoſe 
who have ſubſcribed and ſworne to the uſe of the Lirwrgy of 


the {Church of England, did ſubſcribe and ſwear to that Par- 
ticular 


Set. 30. 


Sect.; 1. 


(Ci Kings 1. 
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cular Liiergy which was eſtabliſhed, and as it was eſt bl iſhed in 
1 Elizab, but now ſeveral alterations being made in the 
Book, and eſtab.iſhed by a Luv of undoubted Authority, this 
is ſuch an alceration in the Mater, as frees thoſe from that ob- 
liga ion as to that Book, when the time comes that this new 
one takes place, and isinforce. And to this I refer this alſo, 

Set. 3 2. 2. A Freedom from the bond or obligation, when the ſame | 
Authority , that requir:dihe Oith, givesa Ry/axarion , or 
cancels and annul; tha: Oath, Thus he, that fulhils not his pro- 
miſe to him, that will not have it fulfilled, breaks not his word: 
The reaſon is, becauſe no man is Maſter of anothers right; © 
ne ther have we a tight of making others keep, hat is theic 
own property, longer than they will chemſelves, To Pay a 
debt is alwayes the duty of the Debtour, ſo long as the Crea. 
tour will have it ſo: but it is not alwayes a duty in the Creditaur 
to receive it from the Debtour . Acceptation here is equiva- 
lent to Payment. If I promiſe another, and ſwear to pay 
him 100 J. I am boundif he will accept it; but if he will te- 


* 92 Lo in.” 8 


fuſe the Debt, Iam free from the Obligation. So in this caſe, I 
if a Servant ſweartoa Matter to ſerve him ſuch a Term ot | 
years, He is obliged, if the Maſter ill require it, but if the | 
WW Maſter will diſcharge him ſooner , he is free, notwithſtanding 7 


hisformer Oath, The like.gzeaſon there is (I conceive )ia 

Pablick, Oaths, ſuppoſe them enacted by a lawful Authority ; 
| we ſwear lawfully, and are bound ſo long as that Authority will | 
| have that in force to which we ſwore. But if the ſame Au- | 

thority annul the Law , and revoke the matter, we are allo 

free, As ſuppoſe I were called to ſwear, that 1 would con- 

ſtantly uſe the Liturgy now eſtabliſhed, and no other, 1 were 

bound by my Oath, as well as by the Act that enjoynes it : but 

ſhould this be taken away hereaf:er by a Law, and the ſame 

Authority (i..) an Att of Parliament take away this, and te- 

quire another Form , I ſhould be free of that Obligation: for 

the Oath ſuppoſeth the Authority ſtill requiring ir. In ſuch a 

notable alceration we lawfully may not do, yea muſt not do 
( wo our Oath can oblige us to teſiſt a Law,which God hath / 

| 

ro 
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us to obey) what we lawfully did by Oath promiſe 
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2. T hoſe Oaths whereby we bound our ſelves to Impoſſi bili- 
ties, were Kajkly, and inconſideratcly taken; and may not on- 
ly lawfully be broken, but indeed cannot be kept and the very 
Inmpoſſibility of Pur; ormance makes a nullity in He Obligation, 
Whether thethings (worne to ate, 1. Impoſſible in Nature, 
As if I by O:th ſhould engage my ſelf to number the Stars, or 
the ſands on the Sea ſhore, or hold the Ocean in the hollow 
of my hand: I ſhould be ſinfully involvedin the guilt of a raſh 
Oath ; yet could not be obliged to that, which God and N- 
ture have made impoſſible, Or. 2. Whether they be Moral- 
ly, and in «quity Impoſſible, What we lweat, mult be iz aur 
Power :. for this allo is ſuppoſed a tacite condition, that we 
have power to do that, which we ſear to do, This, I conceive, 


was that which by the Law of the moſt Rightrows God, ( (m) Num 30. 


freed a Wife, or a Child from the obligation of their Oath or 
Vow , when the Hwusband or Father denied, and diſallowed it: 
becauſe neither a Wife being under Covert bond, nor a Child, 
beirg under tuition, are ſ*; juris. They have not power o- 
ver their own ſelves. The fe hath not power over her ſelf, 
but the Husband : ſo nor hath the Child, but the. ather and 
conſequently neither have they power over their own Actions 
andengagements ; but he, under whoſe power themſelves are. 
We knowa Bond of a wife, or child under age ſigniſies no- 
thing, not can they be ſued, they have no meg — in the 
Courts of men. There is proportionably the ſame reaſon of 
Publick, Oaths , which are the Bonds of People who ate un- 
der Government, or Tuition of their Prince, If People en- 
ter into an O uh, and bind themſelves to an Action; and the 
King, under whoſe charge they are, whois Pater Patrie, and 
whom they are bound to obzy, ſhall diſallow theſe Oaths , and 
forbid the Actions; they may have reaſon to ask God forgive- 
neſs for their Raſh engagements , but are not oblized to do that 
which they have ſworne : the things being nor legally in theic 
power, becauſe of a Superior Authority, that diſallows them, 
to which they ( muft be [ubjcft. | 
3. Thole oaths, which in the matter of them are againſt 
that mott neceſſ _ condition of all oaths, Juſtice and Righte- 
on[neſt, did, nor can oblige, (i..) if the thin ſworne 
* 21 | C to, 
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to, ot Promiſed by Oath, be diſhonett, unjuſt, impious; 2 
eaialt the Law of God, Moral equity, the right of a chird 
Perſon, &c. it may at no har be done, There can be no 
(o) In malis jultice, and conſequently no obligation to worſhip an Ide, to 
promiſſis te- Kill, Steale, Rybell, &c, jwitice requires that all lawful and 
ſeinde fidem; in poſſible engagements be performed , but hntul and unjuit ob- 
fangs wor0 WE ligations retracted, That Advice is certainly found, which a 
— ; Keverend Anil er gives. (e) Inwiched Promijes, reſcind thy 
me ſ1cias; impia faithz in ad ſhineit Vow change the aecyte ; do not that which 


enim promiſſio, thou haſt vowed nnwarily ; it u ani 041 which cannot be 
que jcelcre ad made good but by wichedneſ, It is a moſt ture rule, f aramen- 


. © tum ict at is non debet eſſe vinc ulum iniquitatis , for otherwiſe 
— Sc lus eſſet fides, Such was the oath of (p) Hered to Hero» 


har. dias , an oath ſinfully tags, and wich dy kepr, Such was 
(2) Marth. 14. that oath of David, He iwore, (4) wich an imprecation of 
7 —1z. a Curſe upon himſelt to Deſiroy Nabal and «ll bu hon e which 

(4) 1 $3M-25- yer upon the petition of Ab gail he pionſly broke , bur ſhould 
; —— +4 firfully have performed, Such was the Raſh Oath of Sau/,/ r ) 
05 : 4:44) 45. Which would have engaged kim to murther Jonathan; bur the 
People prevented, what he ſhould finfally have dove. Such was 

(5)AR, 23.12, the (5) Oath of thoſe forty Jews to kill Pau, which they 
21. wicke«ly ſwore, and ſhould more C, HY have con m ed. 

In this caſe, it matters not how, when, or by what means, we 

were brought to ſwear, ſo much, as what we have ſworne, Out 

engaging to unlawful , and unjuſt Actions, (though through 

ignorance, error, weakneſs, miſprtion, ſurreption, feat, or 

malice entred into) are »or te bc kept, nor have any obligation 

upon the Conſcience : They engage the Swearer to repent of, 

and retra& his Oaths, but not at allroperforme them. 

Seft.z5, Ihe truth is, to keep ſuch an Oath ĩs a dawble ſiv, A fin it 
was to [wear ; and another fn, to perform the earth; Quod 

ma't uratur perow ſervatur, For , what God hath forbidden, 

he will not have done at ary hand. He bath fort idden us ts 

ſmear or promiſe them, but much more 2% do them, and to 

keep ſuch Oaths, is but to adde fin to fin, Were the Oath ex- 

tortid by fear ; it is our finto he affrighted into ſin, who ſhould 

rather chooſe to die, than ſin, We muſt beg pardon for our 
baſe fears, but at no hand adde another fin in performance 2 

and 


and Oblieationof OATH S, 19 


and the ſame muſt we conclude of Surpriſe, or Paſſion, when 
the matter is un juſt or ſinfſul. Memorable is the Story which 
Munſter (t ) records of Jwtha the Daughter of the Empe- ( de 
rour Ortho, 2. She was by the Emperour, her Father, put G<m.l.z. 
« into a Nuxxery;, but by force taken thence by Vdalric, or 499: 
« Hdericłk the Son of the King or Duke of Bohemia, and 
© married to him. The Empercour, urged by the indignity 
& of the fact, ſwears to revenge himſelf upon V/derick; and 
te to lead an Army into Bee. He doth ſo, His and A- 
« rich Armics meet. Jatha the Daughter of the one, and 
% Wife of the other, aſtoniſhed, and affrighred, haſtily runs 
c to her Father, begs to ſpeak with him before the Armies 
1% joyn , ot he lets his fury rage in blood. She obrains this li- () 72 ef 
© berry, and ſues for Peace and Reconcilement, The Em- 1,750 L fie 
« peyour urgeth his oarh, whereby be had bound bimielf: She 4 ns 
% anſwers, ( That Keligion is vain, which makes way to nibus Sacra» 
«K wichedneſs; nor can any oath give force, power or licence, to na non ad. 
« acrime, or ſin, Thus ſhe ſacighes her fathers ſcruple, and ob- «nt, Munſt 
. . ibid, 
tains her ſuir, 
So that No Oath can oblige us either 1. eAgainſt Piety, Seft.36, 
the duties of the firit Table. Or, 2. Agi Juſtice and 
Charity, the duties of the ſecond, For theſe are the matters 
of the (v Re Law of God, and indiſpenſible duties up- (4) am. 2 8. 
on man: And iu vain ſhould the Lord of heaven give us ſuch 
a Law, if we might at pleaſure ſwear, and then upon pre- 
tence of ſuch an Oath be at liberty to break ſuch a Law, the 
leaſt (ommandments ( x ) whereof God at no hand will (2) Mu. $17; 
have to be broken. But particularly, ſo far as refers to our pre- 18,19, 
ſent purpoſe. 
i. NoOathcan —— equity , againſt the right Se. 35. 
of athird perſon, or to the direſt injury of our eighbour, For, 


having ſworne to our own inconvenience, we mult not 
becauſe we are Maſters of our own rights, and may, 
if we pleaſe, give them away: yet of anothers rights we are 
not, God hath bound us by his Lawto preſerve them, and we 
may not ſwear to deſtroy them; nor may we deſtroy them, 
h we have ſworne ſo. 

2. No Oath * Duty, that we owe to Self. 38. 

2 our 
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our Governours or Superiours , or the Laws that we do and 
mult live under. Cod haih bound us to Obedience, and no 
oath can oblige to Rebellion, Sedition , Sc him, or D, ( bedi- 
G) Mat. 15.5. ence; no more than the (y) Cerban, or pretence of a vow and 
Mark 5. 1,12. a dedication of all to © od, could free the F-ws from yielding 
that honorr, obedience, and maintenance, which God had ob- 

liged them to yield to their Parents, He that well underſtands 
the Fifth Commanement , Honor thy Father, and Mother, 

knows that no Oath can e blige a man to riſe up againſt them, 

and turn his Facher out of doors, yea or deny the duty which 

he owes to them: and as little can it oblige us to endeavour to 

Sub vert the Government , ot overthrow thoſe Governon-s in 

Church ot State, to whom, by vertue of the ſame Precept, 

(x) Rom, 13. we are "Mi be ( = ) ſuv jett, not only for wrath,but for con- 

— cience-ſake. 

3 Pet 2.13314: F 3. foe can any oath oblige us againſt the former juſt obl'. 
Sefl. 39. gations upon us; nor againſt thoſe lawful Oaths, which we 
had formerly taken, and are not yet free from. Prior obli- 
gatiopotcyiors prajudicat, A former obligation doth pre- 
judge, and prevent the latter. For every lawful Oath having 

, an unqueſtionable tie upon the conſcience, it mult be both un- 

lawful to ſwear any thing contrary to it, and though we ſwear, 

we cannot be obliged. For we cannot be bound to for/wear ; 

(«)Exod.20.7, yea, we are infallibly bound, (=) not to forſwear our ſelves, 
Ma.s. 33- A latter Oath cannot oblige, when the very tatig of it, is an 
at of pergury, and the keeping of it would be a perſiſting in 

the per jury, in the breach of our former Oaths, This had the 

| \ Vid. 5 (b) Phenician Navi learned, who in the ſcrvice of Cambyſes 
—_— Ag were commanded by him to fail againit Carthage ; though 
Part. 1. am, they were under his pay, and probably bound by the Souldicys 
34%, Oath, the Sacramentues Militia (and the Souldier is bound to 
obey, not diſpute his Generals commands) yer they thought 

themſelves not obliged in this, but denied obedience, becauſe 

| — were by a former Oath obliged to the Carthaginians : 
and they therefore thought, that their latter Obligation to 
Camby/es could not oblive them to deſitoy thoſe , whom by a 
former Oath they were bound to ptotect and aſſiſt. An Oath, 
that is au fu encred into, becauſe Kaſkly, may yet bind, 
nen 
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when the matter #4 honeſt, and in our per: but No Quth,un- 
lawful i i the ma:tet of ir, can either be /a»full taken, or 
when taken, can lay any obligation ; for No Oath can oblige us 
to ſir, 

05 have now ſeen the gene al caſes concerning the Va- 
ture, Qualities, Obligation, and Non-obligation of an Oath, 
It will not now bi diſticult to (hew , by applying chele general 
things to the particular caſe of the Covenant, th: No- oli. 
gation, and Knlawfu'neſiof that O uh, I have been very ſeti- 
ous in examining and conſideting this caſe, not, Whether. the 
Penalty in this All of Parliament be tos ſeuere ( for into that 
we have no call to inquĩte) but, whether #e may lawfully do 
as that Aft requ res, and make that Achrowl:dgement which 
thi: Li enjoyns us. Viz. Whether this Covenant mere lawful- 
ly taken, or may lawfully be kept : and whether yet it ſo obligeth, 
that we may not renounce it, and declare 4s much, And upon 
theſe ptemiſed principles I judg: we may be fully convinced of 
its /llegality, and Nor-1b11gat.on, and conſzquently may law- 
fully act nom ledge and ſubſcribe ſo. | 

1. It will not bz denied, for it is unqueſtionable that This 
Covenant mas a Publick, Oath; and then according to the 
former rule, it may alſo be aue, revoked, and abrog atsd 
by a Publick, «Amhority, Suppoſe the Aut he ity were Su- 
preme that required it ; (oppoſe „that we in obedience to that 
Authority did lawfully ſwear it: yet without diſpute, the Au 


- thority, that ts infallibly Supreme with us, doth now Revoke, 


and hath diſannulled it. And here is evidently then Cefſ atio 
materia, and ſuch a Notable Alteration of the Mate of things 
referring to the Principal matter, which had it then been, this 
Oath would neithet have been impoſed nor ſworne; and we 
may juſtly conclude, that, if it ever did oblige , yet now ic 
doth not: unleſs we can be obliged to maintain a Law, which 
an Att f Parliament hath repealed. But this is not all,for this 
ſuopoſ ach ic eſtabliſhed by a Law. But 


2. It was an Oath Impoſed by thoſe, who had no authority to 
1mpoſe an Oath, It wasa Covenant entted into by Subjefts; 
and diſallowed by the King , who then ruled over us: and now 
again, by His preſent Majeſty, wich the full conſent of = 

5 


Set, 40. 


Sedt. 4m. 


— 


S. Kd. 41. 
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x the eftates of the Kingdom in Parliament , abrogated : and 


therefore cannot have an obligation, in analogy to, and by 
vertue of that Law of God before mentioned, Namb. 30. for 
in this caſe there is the lame reaſon of Subjefts under Govern- 
ment, as of Children under tuit ion, or a Wife under Covert- 
bond. We had no power to enter into ſuch an Oaib or Combi. 
xation ; nor, it being denied, ind diſallowed by nur Soverargn, 
can we be obliged by it: for this muſt be (till ſuppoſed a tacite 
condition, That our Gvernonrs, and the Laws that we arc un- 
der, will allow and termit it, But more, 

2. It was an Oath #nlawfally ſworne , and cannot but be un- 
lawſully kept. And che unlawfulneſs will appear in theſe pat- 
ticulats. 

1. It was Unlawful in the Impoſition : as being impoſed by 
no lawful Authority. The Laws of this Kingdom acknow- 

nothing to have the force and power of a Law, but from 
the ſtamp cf the Real eAmberity, the Kings Fiat which 
that Ordinance, Which impoſed this Covenant, never had. It 
muſt therefore be concluded to be impoſed wpon the Su- l, of 
this Keglm , contrary to the Known Laws and Liberties of this 
Kingdom : a thing, even the ſame , which thoſe two H-,uſes 
of P. which impoſed this Oath, declared ; when they took 
away and annulled the late Canons, and that Oath, which was 
ſo D:ctied for the, &c. viz. * That 1 New Oath cannot bes 
impo/ed without an Att of Parliament ; which this was never 
eſtabliſhed by. 

2. Unlawful in the Ends of it, Which ( whatſoever, and 
how ſpecious ſoever the Pretences were) have appeared ſuffi- 
ciently to the world to have been indeed Seditiau, and Rxlelli- 
ow. The — ſeem high, and too uncharitable: but 
let it be remembred, ( and it is too evident then to be denied) 
This very Covenant was made the main Engine of a deſign, the 
ſaddeſt, the bittereſt, that England ever ſaw before, to en- 
gage a people againſt the Church and State: and to Bring in 
the Scots to aſſiſt them in a diſmal ar ＋ the King ; which 
they would not be brought to do, till h Kingdoms did Ceve- 
nant to throw out her Brſhops , and e the eſtabliſhed E- 
piſcopacy, Ryot and Branch, So that the great ends aimed at 

in 
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in the conttiving and exating this Covenant to be ſworne, | 
was, 1. Not to R: form ſome abuſes, ot, to take away ſome 
needleſs Officers, or, preyent tome irreyular proceedings in | 
the Courts: but utterly to ih the eſtabliſhed Government 
in the C harch, And then, 2. By the Aſſutance of the Scors 
to maintain a Wir avainit the Ng, and to reduce Him to 
ſuch Terms as the Two Houſes thoald think fit to put upon 
Him: That they might be able to Grve Laws to the King, 
from whom they were bund to Receive them. 

3. Unlawfnl alſo it was in the Matter of it, as binding Seft,q5; 
men 
1. Io Impeſſibilities, if net iv nat ure z Yer certainly In e- | 
quit „ Ut. binding men to do that, which they had 10 | 

wer, no atthority ro do, Whit Power ot authority had 
Sub (As to enter into ſuch an Oath, not only withour , but 
comtrayy to the mind, conſen t, andexpreſs Command and 
Will f their Severargn? What Authority, P , or Call 
.. | hid they, to endeavour the Overthrowing of th t Govern- 
ment, as Antichrist ian, under wl ich he C briſlian Church 
had been happy, and flouriſhed ſo many hundred yzars; and 
whic hthey were by the pofitive Laws of our Land bund not 
to oppoſe, but to obey and ſubmit unto > 1d ſe um poſſumus, 
quod ;wre peſſ mas, Properly , we only can do that, which 
wer lawfully may do, In this ſenſe then, the Covenant ſhould 
bind to im ſibilities ; whicharguesa Nullity : unleſs Sub- 
jell can ptetend tn a powey to overthrow any thing which the 
Law ctiabliſheth, whenſoevet they like it not. Farther, 

2. Unlawfulic was, as binding to Knju/!, and Diſhmeſ®s xg, 14 
things a'ſo, * 

1. Iafallibly, No Oath can bind to Sedition, or, the o- 
verthrow of thoſe Laws that we ate bound to obey: and that 
Oath obligeth to injuſtice and impiety, which obligeth to 
Perſary, and he breach of former, not ye* cancelled , ob« 
ligations, Now the Laws bal eſtabliſhed Ep:ſcopacy ; Mis 
wist ye had Sworn: Ob-dience tothe Biſhop. There can there» 

18 fore be ns :bligation , becauſe ſo much Impiety in that Oath, 
hien it it (ſhould obli e, would oblige to Per jary, 
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Folut. 1. 


Sol. 2. 


Sol. 3. 


Seti. 47. 


1 know what hath been ſaid to this, Viz. That , theſe 
who have Sworne obedience to the Laws of the Land , ave 
not ther by prohibued to erdeatour by all lawful means the 
abokiion of theſe Laws , when they prove inconvenient or miſ- 
chievau-. 

But, 1. The Utmoſt of that Obedience, which was ſworn 
to the Biſteps, was but is Licits & Het, in lawful 
and honeſt things. And how a lawful and bonett obedience 
(h-uld be culpable ; or the Laws that required ir, ſhould be 
mi, chieveus, Or, inconvenient, I confeſs I yet never could have 
eyes to ſee ; nor([think) any man elſe. 

2. Had the Laws, which eſtabliſhed Epiſcoprey, been 
ſuch : yet it will ſeem very ſtrange to a confidering, and intel- 
ligent man, that, preſently to enter into ſuch a Coverant and 
Combination ; and by force and power to break through thoſe 
Laws, and overthrow the eſtabliſhed Government, whether 
the King w. il er xo, ſhouldever be accounted a la means, 
Azain, | 

E 3. Suppoſe it inconvenient , yet Swbjcfts have no pow- 
er to Mae a Law , ot eAlter a Law for themſelves. 
If any miſchief, or inconvenience had been in that Law; or 
the Government eſtabliſhed ; we might lawfully have ſhewed 
the Grievaxces , and Petitioned for a redreſsto thoſe, to whom 
only it be onged to reform them but to Swear to extirpare a 
Government , to overthrow a Law, againſt the Law-givers 
conſent ; this is ſome what elſe than a peaceable petition, ot an 
honeſt endzavour. Though we might by humble petition in 
ſuch a caſe beg a Reformation, yet without all controverſ.e we 
were bourd by our eAlrgiance, Daty, and former oaths, to - 
bey that which was eſtabliſhed, until the Supreme power ſhould 
ſee it juſt or fit to alter it. 

2. That Oath which bindeth men to the i»/#ry of anc- 
ther, whow we are bound to love as we leve aur ſelves, and 
to do to them, as we would have othrrs de to u, is 


wnjuſt in the matter of it, and conſequently anlawful, and 


h not: But this Covenant bindeth to ſuch an 5#j#ry ; 
an injury, not of one, or two, but an whole Order of Biſhops 
who were oncea Third Eſtate ( and by the 3 


. 
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of God are ſo now again) to the depriving cf them both of 
their Places, and Power in the Church; and of their Lands, 
Eſtates and Livelihoods, that if they lived, they muſt live up- 
on Al ns; as many inthe late Confulions were even forced 
to do, 

3. Ic was inſallibly unjuſt, and diſhoneſt, and wicked, to 
endeavour and conſpire the deſtrultion of innocent, faith ul, 
loyal ſubjefts ; to ſwear tre death, confilcation of goods of all 
thoſe, that conſcientiouſly thought themſelves bound, (as in- 
deed they were) by their Allegrance to ſerve and aſſiſt the King, 
and to preſerve him from that fatal end, to which this Cove- 
xant (though, I verily believe, many of thoſe, who ſometimes 
were zealous in impoſing it, and thouſands that took it, never 
intended ſuch a thing ) did make and prepare too fad a way. 
vet this do they ſwear, vic. to diſcovet all ſuch, as have been, 
or ſhall be Malignants— and to bring em to publick trial, 
that they may receive condign puniſhment, And who theſe 
CMaligzants were, what the condign puniſhment was, is ſuffi- 
ciently declared by choſe who impoled the Covenant,and there- 
fore by their avowed ſenſe and publick Declaration, it is mani- 
feſt whom men were by this Covenant bound to perſecute and 
ceſttoy. All perſons, who, _ any pretence whatſoever 
did ale His Majeſty with Horſe, Armer, Plate or Mo- 
ney in that war , theſe were declared Trajtors , unparallel*d 

raytors, and who ang bt to ſuffer as Traytors (and what the pu- 
— — is, we need — pa theſe was 
v y, and exemplary . 

Many other particulars — be produced to prove the 
Nywobligation, and the unlanfulneſſe of that Covenant , but 
theſe are enough to engage us to acknowledge, and to juſtiſie 
+ ſuch an acknow/, — — — fer 
Ani formit l Some, perhaps,” may not be convinced 
of the rr 2— here aſſerted: yet, me 
thinks, we may eaſily ſee enough to ſatisfie our ſouls, as to all 
that this AF requireth of us. And really, the Act in this par- 
eicular ſeemes to be penned with ſuch Caution, Prudence, and 
Tenderneſ;,that no conſcientiousChriftian may be enſnar'd by 
ſuch a ſubſcription, nor have any occafion joftly to ſcruple ſuch 
an Acknowledgment, For, D 1. As 
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1. As to the Obligation, it requires us only to acknowle 
ics — non · obligation. Not, that it never did, but « 
it wot now oblige, Many perhaps may think that they 
were obliged, while that power ſlood, v hen yer they may now 
ſee they ate not. But whatſoever was the Ob ization, whether 
ever it did, or did not bind, all that we now are to declare, is, 
That there now lies ro Obligation on w or any other by this 
oath to endeavor the alicra jon of Government in CI urch or 
State. Let me ſeriouſly put the queſtion to thoſe that yet make 
ſcrup le, and are aftaid to ſubſcribe : Yea, let all loyal and pi- 
— Chriſtians put the queſtion to their own ſouls, and 
as in the preſence ot the eternal, Ail-ſecing, and moſt righte- 
ous God, give anſwer to themlelves, 

1, Can any Oath, that we have raſhly taken, ohlige any ſub» 
je& to refit, or endeavour to root out a Government, which 
the Law hath eſtabliſhed, and doth (till maintain, and t. quite 
obedience to? then, certainly , diſobedience and rebellion 
could be no fin ; not any Government be firme, or Gover- 
nours ſecure, when men that like ic not (hall by Oath bind 
themſelves not to obey, but aboliſh ic. Prelacy is reftored, and 
by an unqueſtionable Law eſtabliſhed , do ye really think in 
your conſciences that ye are now bound to extitpate itꝰnot on- 
ly ſome of the ſoberdinate officers (as ſome, who in the fince- 
rity of their hearts were drawn in to (wear this Covenant, did 
think they only were obliged 2 the wholz frame, as ſo 
com t , and if any alteration were made, 
though but in ſome of the loweſt Officers, were it but the re- 
moval of ſome Officials, Comſſ aries, &c. had ſufficient - 
—— their obligation, ) But even the B:ſhops themſelves, 

for hatſoevet ſome might think when they took the Cove- 
nant, the Impeſers of it, by their actions ſhewed, that they 
meant. not the laying aſide only ſowe Officer: not ſo ne- 
ceſſaty, nor of Divine inſtitution, but the whole Ep ſcopacy, 
and the very Biſhyps as 4 plant not of Gods planting.) Vea, it 
occaſion and opportunity ſhould be offered, may not ſome up- 
on the ſame pretence riſe up againſt the whole Miniſtery , and 
from the [ame {ovenant plead the extirpation of all the Mini- 
ſteers allo, they are made ſo by Epiſcopal 9 P 
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ſuch who are, and muſt be included under the title of Eceleſ. 
aftical Officers ding on that Hierarchy, which in the Co- 
venant men w th t i: Hiurarchy bind themſelves to ext ru? 

2. Do ye really chink, that. notwithſtanding it is euacted 

a Law that to raiſe and bear armes againit the Kin 
(tbou; h by order or ordinance of both ot either bouſe of Par- 
liamert) is Treaſor, yet that you are bound ſtill to maintaine 
Armies againtt Hu Majeſty , if he will not cor ſent to the 
mattets [wornto in the Covenant and to i i cach her, and 
never by any terror , fear, or p:1ſwaſion be drawn from ſuch 
4 combination ? for ſo runs the Covenant, and if ſuch be mens 
principles, that ir ſtill obligerh, bow can our peace, ot Laws, oc 
Government ever be ſecure? 

3. Do ye really think, that you are ſtill obſiged to bring all 
that did adhere to, and affilt Hw Afajefty in the late warte, to 
puniſhment ; to ſuffer as Malignants, Tramtors, pra A 
Traytors,(as they were then called, and the (ve meant)? 
If the Covenant have any obligation , it muſt oblige to theſe 
things, for ſo is ir there i» rerminu expteſſely (worn, Let me 
beſeech all, ſoberly to lay their hands upon their hearts, and 
—— theſe ene eder and if they —— 
obliged in theſe (as are not, yea 
all — they are tied by all obligations to the contra- 
ry) then muſt we conclude that it is truth, which by this A of 
Par/iamen we ate obliged to declare, and we may lawfully (and 
conſequently, being ſo legally commanded, we are in conſci- 
ence bound to) acknowledge and ſubſcribe, that whether ever 
there were ot were not any obligation by the Covenant , yer 
now, There lieth no eblig ation upon ws , or any other perſon by 
tis Oath, to endeavor any change or alteration of Government ei- 
ther in Che ch or State, 

NG — ——— 
the firſt part or propoſition to be acknowledged concetni 
— vic. its preſent nowobligation, Which is — 
than that, 1. What ever it did heretofore, yet r it doch 
not oblige, being taken away by a Law of a Publick and juſt au- 
thoricy. And, 2. However, man may yet be obliged to ſome 
other things therein — i our _ 
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and callings, theextirpation of Hereſie , Schiſm and Prephane- 
ne, and mh or ver u contrary to ſound Deftrine, and the power 
of G odlineſi to maintain and defend the Kings Majeſties per- 
ſon and amtkerity (without that Relirition there annext, out 
Al. giance being due to iii n, not as He is a Chriſtian or Godly , 
but as He is ar King ; ) and to amend our (11:5, and gobefore 
each other in the examp'e of areal reformation, & c. Though, I 
ſay,ve may be, and ate ſtil! obliged to alltheſe chings (yet, I 
think, not from this Covenant, but from other grounds and 
principles of more unqueſtionable authority) het we may 
make that acknowledgement as the At requires,which is not, 
that there les no obligation by the Covenant to endeavour theſe 
things : but only No obligation to endeatonr the alteration of 
the Government in (hach or State (ie.) No obligation to 
Sedit ion, Rebellion, or, Oppoſition of the Las ahich God 
hath commended us to live under. 

2. As to the latter part to be declated, viz, the Unlawſul- 
weſs of that Covenant, it is only, that it was an nl fu Oath, 
and though there may be many things to prove it ſo, yet we are 
there requifed to acknowledge bur this one, Ihe impoſition of 
it contrary io the known Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom , 
which muſt be acknowledged by thoſe , who themſelves have 
declared, that No new Oath can be impoſed but by CAA P- 
lrament, which this never had, as before was ſhewn, Is ic not 
undoubtedly true, that there can be no A of Parliament, no 
Law, without the Ryal aſſent ? and was not this impoſed 
without, yes contraty to the Conſent of His late Najeſty 
then Reigning? Duallowed ſtil, condemned and revoked 
now by Hu pre ent Mlajeſty ? yea condemned and diſannul- 
led by a Law of England, an Attof Parliament ? So that ic 
is moſt certain, that, It was a» Knlawfnl Oath , ſo fat at leaſt 
as concerns the manner of the impoſition , and the authotity 
of the Impoſers, as, Imp d upon rhe Subjetl; of this Real 
Againſt the known Laws and L'bertiet of this Kingd m, And 

is is all that we are here required to acknowledge. 
Let me but adde the determination of the Aſſembly of Di. 
vines then called together by the two Houſes of Patl. and ſit- 
ting at Weſ{minſter, in their Exhortation an next to that Cove 
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nant, In anſ wer to that Plea of the Clergy , who might ob- 
ject. (I hey were ſworne to obey the B̃iſſ ops in Licitis & Honeſtis, 
and there! ore cculd nit take this Oath to axtirpate them 
They conclude thus — If there ſhould be yet any Oath found 
into which any Miniſters or others have entred, not warraned by 
the Laws of God and the Land, in this caſe they muſt tell them- 
ſelves and others, that ſuch Ouhs call for 'Repentance , and not 
Pert inacy in them. Now, ate ihere not many things in this 
Oath againſt the Laws of God? is it not wholly againit the 
Laws of the Land> Where do the Laws of God or the Land 
warzant Subjects to extirpate an eliabliſhed Order and G- 
vernment, without the conſent, yes againſt the mird of their 
Sov:raign? Where do the Laws of God or the Land warrant 
any to proſecute thoſe who according to thetr duty and Allegi- 
ance, ſerve, and labour todefend the Life, the Perſon , the 
Authority of the King, and act by His Commitlion , as M 
1iznants, and evil Inftruments, and to puniſh them as Tray- 
tours > Sure I am, it was an Outh, much more againſt the 
Laws of God and the Land, than any of thoſe Oaths,where'n 
the Subje As of this Realm were before engage , whether che 


'Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, ot, the Oath of Care- 


nical obedience to the B. (hips, (which are warranted by both;) 
can with aoy ſhadow of reaſon be pretended to be. 7 his Oath 
therefore, even according to their determination, calls for Ke- 
pent ance, and ut Pertinacy in it, 

An, really, Repentance, earneſt , unfained Repentance 
it doth call for, We may too julily lament, and take up the 
words of the Prophet, Becanſe of Smearing,the Land mourr- 
eh, The Land hath mourned, under the Scourges of God, 
and we have yet cauſe to fear, leſt God again make us feel the 
ſmart of his Rods; Sure I am we have yet reaſonto wovrr, in 
ſorrrow and compunction of heart, for the ins of our O, 
( beſides thoſe cuſtomary, prophane, Tavern, and freer ourhs 
of ungodly men, ) for our negleR and breach of thoſe Sacred 
ties of Allegiance and Supremacy, which we hid ſworne, and 
violated ; tor thoſ& many unlawful Oaths and Engagements, 
which were too raſhly entred into, and more ſinſull / kept. O 
let us with tears in out eyes, and contti tion in out hearts, eat- 

neſtly 


—— e—_— 
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reitly beg pardon of our Cod, whoſe name in theſe we have 
ſo 0:ten taken 11 vain ; and tatiſie the ſincerity of our Repen- 
tance by a, Conſcientious returning to our duty, in the care- 
ful practice ct the ſtt cteſt Piety to God ; unſtained and con- 
ftanc Faith and Allegiance to * King out Soveraign ; and a 
chearful and ready obeviznce to the Laws upon us both in 
Church and State. 

Thou haſt now ( Reacer ) my thou, hes concerning this ac- 
knowledgement that we ate to make of the Non-ob li gat ion, and 
Unlowfnl-efiof the Cov:nant, A | my deſign is Peace and Obe- 
dience, and to offer what I am able, to remove thoſe doubts and 
ſftumbliryg- blocks ſhat lie in the way , and binder both. For 
thoſe ſober , humble, and conſcientious men, who yet dare 
not renounce that Coven nt, which though unadviſedly ſwo- ne, 
they yet thipk to cli e, and are therefore afraid to ſut ſcribe 
this Declaration preſct bed, 1 (hall preſume to hope, they may 
find ſomething iu theſe pap-rs , that may ſatisfie their doubts, 
remove their t:ars, and convince them of their real duty, that 
by their groundleſs ſcruples _ may not make themſelves 
uncapable of ferving Cbriſt and his Church in the Publick ex- 
erciſe of theic Furctions and Minifteries, Read, Poncer, 
and Conſider the matrers before thee, lay aſide all paſſion and 
prejudice, and the 2 — a vain ation : ler not 
men that have erred, be aſhamed to confeſs it, but be more 
aſhamed to perſiſt in it. Repentance is the next Door to ir- 
nocency. ow pemtet peccaſſe pert eſt innecens, We have 
ſuff<red a ſad ſhipwrack by our Follies ard Sins, Repentance is 
S:cunda tabula , joſt naufragine, 2 Planck left , by means 


hereof, through (ods mercy , we may yet get ſale to ſhore, 
ana be happy again, a 


— S; quid revs rfl tic, 
{andidus imparti : fi non, bis mtere mecum. 


FINIS. 
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